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U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin shake hands Monday after a joint news conference at the Presidential 
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Tramp emb 
longtime US foe Putin 


Palace in Helsinki, Finland. [PHOTO BY JUSSI NUKARI, LEHTIKUVA VIA AP] 


BY JONATHAN LEMIRE, 
JILL COLVIN AND 
VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 


HELSINKI — In an extraor- 
dinary embrace of a longtime 
U.S. enemy, President Don- 
ald Trump on Monday openly 
questioned his own intel- 
ligence agencies’ firm find- 
ing that Russia meddled in 
the 2016 U.S. election to his 
benefit, seeming to accept 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s insistence that Mos- 
cow’s hands were clean. 

The reaction back home 
was immediate and visceral, 
among fellow Republicans 
as well as usual Trump crit- 
ics. “Shameful,” “disgrace- 
ful,” “weak,” were a few of 
the comments. Makes the 
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U.S. “look like a pushover,” 
said GOP Sen. Bob Corker of 
Tennessee. 

Trump’s meeting with 
Putin in Helsinki was his 
first time sharing the inter- 
national stage with a man he 
has described as an impor- 
tant U.S. competitor — but 
whom he has also praised a 
strong, effective leader. 

His remarks, siding with 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA 


AG to 
advise 
health 
agency 


BY MEG WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
mwingerter@oklahoman.com 


Attorney General Mike 
Hunter agreed Monday to 
provide a team to advise the 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Health, but stopped short of 
promising to represent it in a 
lawsuit over medical marijuana 
rules. 

On the same day, a lawyer 
for a medical marijuana group 
suing the Health Department 
petitioned Oklahoma County 
District Attorney David Prater 
to investigate five Board of 
Health members for alleged 
violations of the Oklahoma 
Open Meeting Act. 

The flurry of legal letters 
kicked off what’s likely to be 
another week of frenzied legal 
activity relating to medical 
marijuana regulation. 

On July 9, a coalition of med- 
ical groups asked the Board of 
Health to amend its proposed 
rules to ban smokable mari- 
juana products, to require dis- 
pensaries to hire pharmacists 
and to limit the number of dis- 
pensary licenses available. 


. As the world’s only superpower, we should 
unequivocally denounce Russia’s election 


interference activities and human rights 
offenses around the world.” 


U.S. Sen. James Lankford, 


R-Oklahoma City 


Read his full statement on Page 3A 


a foe on foreign soil over his 
own government, was a stark 
illustration of Trump’s will- 
ingness to upend decades of 
U.S. foreign policy and rattle 
Western allies in service of 
his political concerns. A wary 
and robust stance toward 
Russia has been a bedrock of 
his party’s world view. But 
Trump made clear he feels 
that any firm acknowledg- 


ment of Russia’s involve- 
ment would undermine the 
legitimacy of his election. 
Standing alongside Putin, 
Trump steered clear of any 
confrontation with the Rus- 
sian, going so far as to ques- 
tion American intelligence 


and last week’s federal 
indictments that accused 
SEE TRUMP, 3A 


One day later, the board met 
to approve 75 pages ofrules that 
had been available for public 
comment, before adding two 
last-minute amendments. The 
amendments banned sales of 
smokable products and added 
the pharmacist requirement. 
The board members approved 
the amendments despite 
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Oklahoma Attorney General 
Mike Hunter 


OKC National Memorial featured in PBS program 


Hans and BY KYLE SCHWAB honor and history,” Executive Direc- 
Torrey Staff Writer tor Kari Watkins said. “We hope those 
Butzer, kschwab@oklahoman.com who watch the program will visit the 


co-designers 
of the 


memorial and museum and experience 


After the Oklahoma City bombing in for themselves not only an important 


all You have made. Amen. 


Oklahoma 1995, Amy Downs and other survivors momentin history but also the hope and 
City National kept saying, “We will never forget.” healing that recreated our city.” 

Memorial. In 2000, when the Oklahoma City Since opening, the memorial has been 
[PHOTO National Memorial opened, Downs said a place of recovery and remembrance 
BY BRYAN it was the “fulfillment of that promise.” for those affected by the April 19, 1995, 
TERRY, THE “While it does teach people about the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah Fed- 
OKLAHOMAN] horrific tragedy and loss of life, there’s eral Building. Hundreds of thousands of 


Memorial, to online to Oklahoman.com. 
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also elements that show our resilience,” 
Downs told The Oklahomanon Monday. 

On Tuesday, the memorial will be 
featured on the television program “10 
Monuments That Changed America.” 
The PBS show will air locally on OETA 
at 7p.m. 

“It is a great honor for Oklahoma and 
the Oklahoma City National Memorial & 
Museum to be included with our coun- 
try’s iconic symbols of remembrance, 
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people visit the outdoor memorial every 
year. 

Downs, 51, of Yukon, was on the third 
floor of the building at the time of the 
blast. She worked as a credit card loan 
officer for Federal Employees Credit 
Union, which now is Allegiance Credit 
Union. She currently is the president 
and CEO of Allegiance Credit Union. 
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